THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

Spanish invasion, Sun and Serpent worship was
universal and the form, in which it existed there,
appears to have been exactly the same as that
which was once so general in the old world ;
except that the place of the hooded serpent,
which did not exist in America, was taken by the
native rattlesnake. This, however, retained all
the attributes ascribed in the old world to the
Naga.

In Peru, Pizarro met the Inca Atahualpa at
Cassamarca, in the house (or temple) of the
serpent, in which was a serpent of stone.1 The
Inca, in choosing this place of meeting, doubtless
hoped for the protection of his ancestral deity.

The tortoise, which is so closely connected with
the Sun and Serpent worship of the other hemi-
sphere, and which was doubtless one of the earliest
totems of the Solar race, was sacred also with the
Sun-worshippers of America.

Both the serpent and the tortoise were repre-
sented with human heads/ which shows that they
were worshipped, not as mere reptiles, but as
totems. In fact here, as in the old world, they*
represented the ancestors, as well as the protectors,
of the race.

The rites and ceremonial employed in the wor-

1 Helps, Life of Pizarro, 161.

3 Kingsborough's Mex. Antiq., vol. iv. pi,
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